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1

 Introduction

dayak politics in west kalimantan 

The sudden fall of  the authoritarian New Order in May 1998 drastically 
changed the landscape of  Indonesian local politics. Newly found politi-
cal freedom as well as opportunities made available by decentralization 
policies generated strong political and social movements in the regions. 
Ethnic politics, the struggle for power allocation among ethnic groups, 
is no longer considered as treacherous as it was under the New Order 
and in fact has become increasingly visible at local levels. Demands from 
indigenous peoples for a chance to fill local leadership positions have 
become common during district and provincial elections. This develop-
ment is in stark contrast to the previous passivity of  local communities 
that knew that they had no choice but to accept the appointment of  
mostly Javanese officials or military officers to strategic posts in their 
region. 

Following the fall of  the New Order, West Kalimantan has wit-
nessed a sudden surge of  political activity among the Dayaks, one of  
the native ethnic groups of  the province. The pressures from the Dayak 
elites and their supporters started in district head elections in Sanggau 
and Pontianak during the transition period between 1998 and 1999. 
The central government eventually acquiesced to their demands and 
appointed Dayaks on both occasions. Apparently these appointments 
were intended to appease alienated and aggressive Dayaks who had just 
waged ethnic war against the Madurese minority in 1997. The Malays, 
the other large ethnic group in the province, on the other hand, were 
relatively quiet initially and only became involved in the competition 
for power as a response to mounting Dayak pressure. By 2005 Dayaks 
occupied top executive positions in districts where they were a majority, 
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a phenomenon not seen since the New Order came to power in the mid-
1960s. As will be explained later, for a short period from the end of  the 
1950s Dayak leaders had assumed some of  the most strategic posts in 
the province. However, they were relieved from their jobs when the New 
Order came to power. The causes of  their recent political resurgence can 
only be comprehended by examining the past political struggles of  the 
Dayak community.

The history of  Dayak politics in West Kalimantan is traceable only 
from 1945. During the colonial era, most Dayaks lived under the nomi-
nal rule of  the Malay sultanates and occupied a subordinate place in the 
political and social hierarchy. Before the introduction of  Catholic schools 
in the interior region, Dayaks had very limited access to formal educa-
tion compared to other ethnic groups in the province. Education is an 
important prerequisite for political awakening, a process that emerged in 
various parts of  Indonesia in the twentieth century. Dayaks also had very 
limited access to employment in the Islamic sultanate administration 
because of  their different religion and low social status. These conditions 
made them the least emancipated ethnic group compared to the Bugis,1 
Chinese,2 and Malays, the other main ethnic groups in the province. 
Hence Dayaks were no more than passive observers – in many cases 
not even aware of  nationalist movements unfolding in the Netherlands 
Indies. 

1 The Bugis of  West Kalimantan were important in the past as they had their own sultanate in 
Mempawah. One of  the founders of  Mempawah sultanate, Opu Daeng Manambon, had family links to 
other sultanates in the province – Pontianak, Sambas, and Tanjungpura sultanates (Lontaan 1975:121-4) 
which spread the Bugis’ influence further. 
2 The Chinese, the third largest ethnic group in the province until the 1970s, had maintained an 
important economic role since colonial times. Their political role, however, fluctuated. Chinese political 
influence in the province was important in the nineteenth century during the era of  kongsi (organizations 
based upon trade links often mirroring clan organizations). At their peak, the kongsi were outside the con-
trol of  native sultans and the Dutch colonial government. Through a series of  wars, the Dutch was able 
to subdue the kongsi which later disbanded (Heidhues 2003; Jackson 1970; Yuan 2000). The Chinese were 
officially represented in the post-WWII West Kalimantan government between 1945 and 1949. Like the 
Dayaks, the Chinese were also allocated a special office ‘Chinese Affairs Office’ to deal with their issues. 
The formal representation of  the Chinese in the West Kalimantan government was abolished together 
with the ethnic office in 1950. Their political role reduced rapidly after 1949 as many of  them were 
alien residents. During the New Order their political role was marginal, like that of  Chinese elsewhere 
in Indonesia. Things have improved for the Chinese after the New Order. In West Kalimantan, an in-
creasing number of  Chinese has been elected to local parliaments. Some were even elected to head the 
government, such as Yansen Akun Effendy as district head of  Sanggau (2003), Abun Ediyanto as deputy 
district head of  Sekadau (2005), Hasan Karman as mayor of  Singkawang (2007), and Christiandy San-
jaya as deputy governor (2007). However, the economic and political role of  the Chinese in the province 
is beyond the scope of  this book. 
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The conclusion of  the Second World War (hereafter WWII) changed 
Dayak political fortunes. In order to get support from the Dayaks, the 
largest ethnic group in the province at this time, the newly restored pro-
Dutch federal government of  West Kalimantan (named DIKB in 1947) 
opened opportunities for Dayaks to organize politically. The government 
accommodated Dayak political aspirations by ensuring their representa-
tion in government bodies for the first time in the province’s history. It 
established a council to look after Dayak affairs and allowed Dayaks to 
form a political party. It also helped Dayaks to get a better bargaining 
position vis-à-vis their former masters, the Malay sultanates. As a result 
many Dayak leaders accepted the pro-Dutch government and were gen-
erally not supportive of  the nationalist movements emanated from Java.

The transfer of  sovereignty from the Netherlands to the new Republic 
of  Indonesia transformed the context in which politics developed in West 
Kalimantan. The DIKB, which had aligned with the Dutch-sponsored 
federal government, was forced to dissolve itself  and was replaced by a 
new nationalist government. The Dayaks were accused by the national-
ists of  being traitors because of  the support given by Dayak leaders to 
DIKB, and the Dayaks who held positions with the DIKB lost their jobs. 
As a result, Dayak leaders disappeared from the top layers of  the provin-
cial government. They quickly adjusted to the new circumstances, how-
ever. The Persatuan Dayak (PD, Dayak Unity), a Dayak organization, 
which was established in 1945 and later became a political party and the 
backbone of  Dayak politics, survived the transition and participated in 
the general election in 1955 and local elections in 1958. In both rounds 
of  elections, PD was able to obtain a significant vote and became one of  
the most important political parties in West Kalimantan. With this new 
political legitimacy, four Dayaks were elected as district heads and one as 
governor of  the province from 1958 to 1959. 

But West Kalimantan, like the rest of  Indonesia, was not immune to 
the political struggles at the national level that witnessed a series of  re-
gional rebellions in Sumatra and Sulawesi, the collapse of  constitutional 
democracy and the establishment of  President Soekarno’s authoritarian 
and centralized Guided Democracy. As part of  his plan to rebuild the 
Indonesian political system, Soekarno issued regulations that significant-
ly curbed the activities of  political parties and restricted their number. 
Although the PD had become a major force in West Kalimantan politics, 
its popular support at the national level was insignificant, and it could 
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not resist the new regulations emanating from Jakarta. The PD was not 
a primary target of  these measures, but it was one of  many small parties 
that were forced to disband and merge with one of  the nine surviving 
‘national’ parties.

The majority of  the former PD, operating under the leadership of  
Dayak Governor, Oevaang Oeray, joined the leftist-nationalist Partindo, 
while the remainder, led by another Dayak leader, Palaunsoeka, joined 
Partai Katolik (PK). Although Dayak officials continued to be appointed 
occasionally as sub-district heads, the Dayak political movement lost 
much of  its cohesion, and its Dayak quality was diluted through affilia-
tion with national parties. Guided Democracy had allowed Dayak lead-
ers to occupy prominent positions in the provincial government but had 
undermined their capacity to mobilize ethnic support through a Dayak 
party. 

Sudden changes in national politics after the attempted coup in 1965 
reversed Dayak political fortunes once again. Many Dayak political 
leaders were members of  Partindo, a national left party that was close 
to Soekarno and that was accused of  involvement in the coup attempt. 
The anti-leftist movement that eventually deposed President Soekarno 
also resulted in the Dayak governor of  West Kalimantan and four Dayak 
district heads being removed from their positions. The ex-PD politicians, 
who had joined Partindo simply because their own party had been 
disbanded, now found themselves under threat as a result of  dramatic 
events in Jakarta in which they had played no part.

The military-backed New Order regime established Golkar as its 
electoral vehicle and imposed further restrictions on other political par-
ties. Dayaks who had joined Partindo desperately searched for a more 
secure home in another party and shifted to IPKI, a party closely aligned 
with retired military officers. However their security was brief. Significant 
numbers of  ex-Partindo Dayaks were pressured to switch to Golkar dur-
ing the 1971 election. In 1973 the government again reduced the num-
ber of  parties – this time to three – with the result that IPKI was forced 
to merge with other non-Islamic parties in the new Partai Demokrasi 
Indonesia (PDI). While Dayaks were significantly represented in the West 
Kalimantan PDI, it was the smallest party and had negligible influence. 
Most of  the Dayak elite joined Golkar, which at least gave them better 
access to the government. As a result of  this political change, the propor-
tion of  Dayaks in the provincial and district legislatures declined from 
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1966 and did not recover until 1977. No Dayaks were appointed again 
as district heads until three years before the regime fell, and the share of  
Dayak sub-district heads also dropped. 

From the non-political perspective, the New Order’s policies favour-
ing rapid development had started to show their effects from the begin-
ning of  the 1980s but not always benefit Dayaks. Activists and segments 
of  Dayak communities claimed that logging, plantations and transmi-
gration had not benefited Dayak communities while many aspects of  
Dayak culture weakened. The regime disparaged some of  their cultural 
practices as primitive, leading to their near extinction. The anti-SARA 
policies3 during the New Order had made demands for affirmative ac-
tion to improve the Dayak conditions impossible. The marginalization of  
the Dayaks and many peripheral ethnic groups continued until the fall 
of  the New Order regime.

Dayak politics was again transformed after 1998 when the unex-
pected fall of  the New Order regime in May 1998 opened the way for 
the revival of  ethnic politics previously repressed. In West Kalimantan 
Dayaks took advantage of  the new political freedom and restored 
democratic institutions. They were able to pressure the government into 
appointing Dayaks as district heads in Sanggau and Pontianak between 
1998 and 1999. The Dayak elite warned the central government of  
possible political chaos if  their demands for better political status were 
ignored. They referred to the recent massive ethnic conflict in 1997 in 
the province. The influence of  Dayak political manoeuvres did not stop 
at the election of  executive heads, but extended to other strategic posi-
tions, such as regional representatives (Utusan Daerah) in the National 
Assembly, executive caretakers of  newly-formed districts, and heads of  
local religious affairs departments. In almost every election of  a district 
head in predominantly Dayak districts after 2000, Dayak candidates 
were successful. The proportion of  Dayak legislators at the district level 
reached a thirty-year high after the 1999 election.

This book will examine the course of  Dayak politics in West 
Kalimantan from the 1940s to the early 2000s. It argues that the poli-
tics of  the Dayaks of  West Kalimantan has always been constrained by 
the nature of  the national regime. All the drastic shifts in Dayak politics 
corresponded with the frequent political changes at the national level 

3 The New Order regime banned the raising of  sensitive issues related to ethnicity, religion, race, and 
other inter-group relations (collectively known as SARA).
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throughout the nation’s post-independence history. The book will show 
that regime changes in the national capital had substantial consequences 
for the course of  local politics, in this case Dayak politics. Some changes 
at the national level increased political opportunities for the Dayaks 
while others curtailed them. The study acknowledges the important 
role ethnic leaders and organizations have played in Dayak politics. It 
argues, however, that the extent of  their role depended on the nature 
of  the regime. The same Dayak elite and organizations that were politi-
cally active after 1998 had been relatively powerless observers during 
the previous authoritarian regime. Similarly, the marginalization that 
had provoked resentment and despair among Dayak communities only 
became effective rallying points after the fall of  the New Order, that is, 
after the new political circumstances allowed their concerns to be ad-
dressed. 

Dayak politics has been entwined with those of  other ethnic com-
munities, particularly the Malays. During the pre-colonial and colonial 
periods, Dayaks were ruled by Malay sultans. Although small numbers 
of  Dayaks were gradually absorbed into the Muslim Malay community, 
most Dayaks retained their distinctive identity into the post-indepen-
dence period when they were at times political allies and at other times 
rivals of  Malays. Tension and conflicts were not uncommon, although 
open conflicts since the 1950s were mostly with Madurese migrants, and 
once with the Chinese. The book will therefore contribute to the discus-
sion of  ethnic conflict, which has occurred many times in this region. 
In the case of  Dayak-Madurese conflict, it will seek to identify the main 
causes of  conflict and their relationship to Dayak politics. It argues that 
the primary underlying factors for the recent conflicts between Dayaks 
and Madurese are to be found in their historically strained relations aris-
ing from cultural/perceptual factors and asserts that the last two large-
scale conflicts contributed to the political strengthening of  the Dayak 
community were not a result of  premeditated political calculations or 
manoeuvres.

existing studies 

A quite substantial body of  study of  ethnic and regional politics cov-
ers the first two decades after Indonesian independence, though such 
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research declined markedly during the New Order period.4 Since 1998, 
however, greater interest has been shown in regional developments.

Regional politics between 1945 and the early New Order have been 
a subject of  many studies due to the political turbulence and social 
changes associated with this period. Scholars were interested in the 
rapidly changing political scene in the second half  of  the 1940s due to 
the brief  reoccupation of  Indonesia by the Dutch, the dynamics of  lo-
cal politics during the 1950s to 1960s, and the political transition after 
the abortive coup in 1965. William Liddle (1970), for example, closely 
examined the ethnic and local politics in North Sumatra from the 1950s 
to mid-1960s. Bigalke (1981, 2005) wrote about the social history of  the 
Toraja people in South Sulawesi from the era of  Dutch colonial rule up 
to the 1960s, whereas Ichlasul Amal (1992) discussed regional politics 
in West Sumatra and South Sulawesi in the period 1949-1979. Audrey 
Kahin (1985, 1999) analysed political developments in pre-New Order 
West Sumatra and several chapters of  her edited book discussed the 
experiences of  eight different regions during the revolution at the end of  
1940s. Referring specifically to Kalimantan, Burhan D. Magenda (1991) 
wrote about the politics of  the local aristocrats in East Kalimantan after 
independence, and how some of  them had managed to survive politically 
to the 1970s. Earlier Douglas Miles (1976) wrote the genesis of  Dayak 
politics in Central/South Kalimantan from the early twentieth century 
up to the early 1960s and to the Dayak contribution to the formation of  
the Central Kalimantan province in 1950s. Very few of  those studies, 
except that of  Miles (1976), discussed the politics of  the marginalized 
ethnic groups, the main focus of  this book. 

In contrast, local ethnic politics attracted less scholarly interest during 
the centralized New Order era when the national government encour-
aged a high level of  political homogeneity between the centre and the 
periphery. The apparent political calm at the regional and local levels 
from the 1970s until the end of  1990s under the authoritarian regime 
discouraged scholars. A lack of  interest in local or ethnic politics under 
the New Order was often noted except for troubled regions such as 

4 One exception was the continuing research interests on the Chinese minority in Indonesia; how-
ever, the politics of  migrant groups is not the focus of  this study.
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Aceh,5 West Papua,6 Maluku,7 and East Timor.8 In these regions studies 
focussed mainly on the past or ongoing struggles for independence and 
human rights issues.9 

The fall of  the New Order regime reversed the trend. After May 
1998, Indonesia was rapidly transformed from a highly centralized coun-
try to one of  the most decentralized. Democratization and decentral-
ization unleashed political activity at local and regional levels that had 
not been seen since the 1950s. These new developments have attracted 
academic attention and have given rise to a burgeoning literature on re-
gional and ethnic issues since 2000. Indonesian scholars, whose research 
was severely constrained under the New Order, have contributed signifi-
cantly to this growing literature.10 

Some of  these trends were reflected in literature on West Kalimantan. 
Despite lively Dayak politics, particularly in the first three decades after 
the end of  WWII, very few studies were published until recently. As 
mentioned above, scholarly writings on this period are mostly on events 
occurring in Java, Sumatra or Sulawesi. West Kalimantan received little 
or no attention. Worse still, many West Kalimantan local newspapers 
during this era, which should be an important source for academic writ-
ing, were also lost.11 As a consequence, any work on West Kalimantan in 
the 1950s and 1960s will require an extensive search for primary docu-
ments and heavy reliance on interviews. 

Most of  the modern literature on the Dayaks of  West Kalimantan 
published before 2000 focussed on their socio-anthropological or eco-

5 Hiorth 1986; Kell 1995; Sjamsuddin 1984a; Robinson 1998b.
6 Bell, Feith and Hatley 1986; Osborne 1985; Savage 1978; Smith 1991.
7 Chauvel 1990; Christie 1996; Steijlen 1996; Van der Meulen 1981.
8 Budiardjo and Liem 1984; Cox and Carey 1995; Dunn 1983; Jolliffe 1978; Pinto and Matthew 
1996.
9 The ongoing movements here refer to both limited armed attacks by the separatists in the region 
(for example in the case of  Aceh and East Timor) as well as campaigns by their overseas compatriots or 
representatives. The Free Papua Movement has representatives in Australia and is still quite active, while 
the Free Aceh Movements before the peace agreements with the Indonesian government in the 2000s 
was quite active in Sweden, and the Republic of  South Maluku once had numerous supporters in the 
Netherlands. 
10 Take the case of  publication on conflict or decentralization related issues in Maluku. From 77 
recently published books between 1999 and 2006 on the issues, 65 of  them (86 per cent) were written by 
local writers and published locally. This statistic is a result of  a search in the largest network of  Australian 
libraries (http://librariesaustralia.nla.gov.au, accessed 2-1-2007).
11 The author was only able to recover several issues of  local newspapers published during the 1940s 
and 1950s, and 1960s, including some that covered stories of  the 1967 conflict, which will be discussed 
in Chapter 5. 
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nomic aspects (often relying on material published in the colonial era 
to describe social conditions) and did very little to address the political 
evolution of  the Dayaks.12 Those who examined political concerns 
limited their discussions to events during the colonial era, and ignored 
developments after the 1950s (for example Böhm 1986). Only a few 
scholars mentioned in passing important moments in Dayak politics in 
the 1950s.13 A rare exception is Roekaerts, who published a manuscript 
on the plight of  the Dayaks of  Sintang and the issues of  Dayak margin-
alization (Roekaerts 1985). The remaining material was in the form of  
documents, typescripts or memoirs by Dayak politicians or missionaries. 

The mass conflicts in 1997 and 1999 in the province and the fall 
of  the New Order changed the research direction of  studies of  West 
Kalimantan’s Dayaks. Scholarly works on Dayaks published after this 
time included a political perspective that has been largely left out before. 
Most of  these studies, not surprisingly, focussed on ethnic conflict. At 
least four theses on ethnic conflict have been produced,14 in addition to 
dozens of  books and articles on similar nature.15 So far only the works 
of  Davidson have given significant attention to the political history of  
the Dayaks in the province, although most of  his works are geared to 
explaining ethnic conflict in the province. This study, however, is not 
primarily about ethnic conflict, and therefore will move away from a 
conflict-centric approach by examining broader aspects of  Dayak poli-
tics from a historical perspective. 

methodology and technical notes

Most data presented in this book were gathered during my PhD study 
at the Australian National University, Canberra. The author visited the 
province several times between 2002 and 2011 and interviewed dozens 
of  local informants from various social and ethnic backgrounds. Some 
were officials in the provincial and district governments; others were 

12 Two of  the most cited works are Enthoven 1903; Veth 1854.
13 Alqadrie 1990; Feith 1957; Lontaan 1975; Tjilik Riwut 1979; Far Eastern Economic Review (FEER) 
1968.
14 Davidson 2002; Giring 2003; Abas 2002; Arafat 1998.
15 Alqadrie 2002b; Purwana 2003; Bertrand 2004; Davidson 2000, 2003, 2008; Davidson and Kam-
men 2002; Hawkins 2009; Heidhues 2001; Human Rights Watch 1997; Saad 2003; Peluso 2006; Peluso 
and Harwell 2001; Smith and Bouvier 2006a.
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community leaders and activists. Some of  older informants gave valuable 
insights into the past ethnic politics.

The interviews usually took place during several visits, which nor-
mally lasted about two hours each. After the initial interviews, subse-
quent interviews were used to mine more details and to clarify points 
left unclear in the previous interview. On some controversial issues, the 
interviews involved government officials and informants from both sides 
of  a political or ethnic divide. Names of  the informants are listed follow-
ing the bibliography section; however, only their initials will appear in 
the body of  this book.

This study also made use of  primary materials, such as official or pri-
vate political correspondence, government documents, personal diaries, 
and political party documents. A significant number of  these sources 
had never been available before. The author was very fortunate to dis-
cover a significant number of  documents related to West Kalimantan 
Partindo, which many Dayak political leaders joined in the early 1960s. 
The Dayak chairman of  the party had concealed those documents due 
to unfavourable political conditions under the New Order. The Catholic 
Church at the provincial level was also very helpful in sharing some of  its 
valuable archives, including some rare clippings from local newspapers in 
1967 on the conflict between the Dayaks and Chinese. At the offices of  
the governor and district heads and regional archival offices, the author 
located important documents, such as government reports and human 
resources data. 

Other than those sources, the author also consulted archival materials 
deposited at Kantor Arsip Daerah Kalimantan Barat (Pontianak), Arsip 
Nasional Indonesia (Jakarta), Cornell University (Ithaca), Library of  
Congress (Washington, DC), National Library of  Australia (Canberra), 
and the Australian War Memorial (Canberra). A search for Dutch sourc-
es in the Netherlands was not conducted due to time constraints and the 
author’s limited understanding of  the language. The author was able, 
however, to establish a link with the widow of  the late Dr A.H. Böhm, 
who played a significant role in West Kalimantan politics after WWII; 
through her, the author obtained some crucial documents that illuminat-
ed events related to Dayak political activities at the end of  the 1940s and 
early 1950s. These documents are now held in the Nationaal Archief  in 
The Hague. Other Dutch sources mentioned in this book were mainly 
from collections held in Australian institutions and universities.
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This study also benefited from the growing literature on the Dayaks 
of  West Kalimantan written by both local and foreign scholars, par-
ticularly studies of  recent conflicts. However, with the exception of  
Jamie Davidson’s work, this research is less helpful for establishing what 
occurred during the 1950s and 1960s. The discussion of  more recent 
events in this study profited from a series of  articles in the Kalimantan 
Review published by a Dayak NGO. These articles surveyed and reported 
events, particularly those related to Dayak interests in the province since 
the late 1990s, and served as a guide for interviews and research on 
contemporary issues.

Lastly, the Australian Social Science Data Archive at the Australian 
National University (ANU) provided access to raw data produced by 
Indonesian censuses. Based on this data, still coded in the form of  com-
puter files, the author was able to extract data to produce ethnic-related 
analyses and tables. These were not available in official publications and 
have not been used by previous scholars.

notes on population data 

Population data for 1930 were taken from a census conducted by the 
Dutch colonial administration (Census 1930 1936). All population data 
for 1980, 1990, and 2000 were taken from the decennial Indonesian 
census for the corresponding years. Detailed ethnic data down to village 
level are only available in the 2000 census. The ethnic data for 1980 and 
1990 were extracted from a question in the censuses that asked for the 
respondent’s mother tongue. Respondents of  mixed parentage who lived 
in urban areas where they spoke Indonesian at home might easily have 
answered the question with ‘Indonesian’. However, most Madurese and 
Chinese would speak their own ethnic language at home. This was also 
true to some extent for Dayaks, the majority of  whom still lived in rural 
areas. This was quite different in the case of  Malays, who might answer 
‘Indonesian’ as their mother tongue because of  the close resemblance 
between the Malay and Indonesian languages. The numbers and per-
centages of  Dayaks and Malays in 1980 and 1990 should therefore be 
considered as indicators rather than more precise figures.

Population data from 1995 were taken from the 2000 census, mainly 
to show the numbers of  Madurese at the sub-district and village levels 
in districts not affected by conflicts in 1997 and 1999. The data were 
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extracted from answers to a question on place of  residence five years 
previously. In order to get data close to conditions in 1995, the data had 
excluded those who lived in other districts five years previously. 

By 2010 West Kalimantan had five new districts (Landak, Bengkayang, 
Sekadau, Melawi, and Kayong Utara), and one new municipality 
(Singkawang). In many cases, for consistency, the book still uses the pre-
vious district structure. For example, population data for the Landak 
district, in some instances, is included in the data for Pontianak district. 

For consistency, this study intentionally groups all non-Muslim na-
tives of  West Kalimantan into the Dayak category. A small number of  
Dayak Muslims, therefore, are not treated as Dayak in the statistics in this 
book. As a consequence, the percentage of  the Dayaks at the provincial 
and district level here is slightly lower than the official result in the 2000 
census. 

newspaper and magazine sources

In most cases references to newspapers and magazines give only the date 
or volume number. Akcaya newspaper changed its name to Pontianak Post 
on 14 September 1998, but this book uses Akcaya throughout. KR stands 
for Kalimantan Review, a magazine published by the Institut Dayakologi. 
Newspapers and magazines cited in the book are listed alphabetically in 
the bibliography.

on districts and municipalities

In almost all cases, references to districts cover municipalities (kotamadya) 
as well as districts (kabupaten) below the provincial level. Two municipali-
ties existed in the province in 2010: Pontianak and Singkawang. Pontianak 
municipality in this book will be mostly referred to as Pontianak City, the 
capital of  the province, to distinguish it from the Pontianak district, of  
which Mempawah is the capital.

book organization 

This book will explore the causes of  the drastic changes experienced by 
the Dayaks of  West Kalimantan in the political world since Indonesia’s 
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independence in 1945. To identify the main causes of  the changes, this 
book will examine Dayak political history since the time of  the Malay 
sultanates up to the present time. 

This book is organized into nine chapters, mostly in chronological 
order after Chapter 2 with the exception of  Chapter 7. The present 
chapter introduces the research background and arguments together 
with notes on earlier studies on West Kalimantan Dayaks, methodology 
and some technical notes.

Chapter 2 presents a theoretical perspective designed to explain the 
determinants of  Dayak politics by tracing the effects of  national political 
changes, identity formation and marginalization, and ethnic conflicts on 
Dayak politics. 

Chapter 3 summarizes the construction of  Dayak ethnic identity dur-
ing the time of  the Malay sultanates and colonial rule. It discusses the 
conditions of  the Dayaks during these periods and records slow improve-
ments in their social standing from the early twentieth century until the 
post-WWII period. 

Chapter 4 examines the start of  Dayak political involvement after 
WWII, that is, the role of  Dayak institutions, Dayak leaders, and gov-
ernments in the rise of  the Dayak political profile. It then follows Dayak 
political developments from the dissolution of  the West Kalimantan pro-
federal government in 1950 to the Dayak achievements in the elections 
of  1955 and 1958. 

Chapter 5 discusses Dayak politics from 1960 to 1971. It examines 
events that forced Dayak politics to change in order to survive in the 
changing political environment. It also covers the causes of  Dayak con-
flict with the Communists in 1967. The chapter ends with discussion on 
the Dayak political decline after the installation of  the authoritarian New 
Order regime.

Chapter 6 depicts cases of  Dayak marginalization during the 
New Order from political, economic, and cultural perspectives. 
Marginalization is a significant contributor to the frequent conflict that 
occurs in the province.

Chapter 7 examines the causes of  the ethnic conflict that erupted in 
1997 and 1999, first looking at the historical, marginalization and cul-
tural factors. Then it examines ethnic geography factors as well as other 
potential causes and analyses links between ethnic conflicts and Dayak 
political lobbies.
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Chapter 8 discusses cases of  Dayak ethnic politics after the fall of  the 
New Order. It looks at political lobbying, particularly by those outside 
parliament, and government response to such pressures. Then it will 
look at the role of  Dayak NGOs in the political awakening. Finally, it will 
look at the impact of  institutionalized politics and the decline of  open 
inter-ethnic strife.

Chapter 9 summarizes conclusions derived from my research.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages false
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 524288
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile (Color Management Off)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.16667
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.16667
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /ENU <FEFF006b00640066006b00610064006800660061006b006400730066>
    /NLD <FEFF>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [595.000 822.000]
>> setpagedevice




