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Abstract: Over many decades, isolated regions (e.g., islands, rural and remote areas) have heavily
relied on diesel engine for producing power and energy. However, due to depleting fossil fuels and
concerning emissions, biodiesels could be the substitute for diesel in power generation sectors. This
study developed a single-zone thermodynamic model to predict the engine performances such as
brake power (BP), torque, brake thermal efficiency (BTE), brake-specific fuel consumption (BSFC)
and ignition delay (ID) times for diesel and jojoba biodiesel. The experiments were conducted on
a fully automated, 4-cylinder, 4-stroke, liquid-cooled direct injection 3.7-L diesel engine fueled with
diesel (D100) and three jojoba blends (JB5, JB10, and JB20) to validate the model. The performance
simulation results agreed with experimental data for all tested fuels at 1200 to 2400 rpm speed and
25%, 50%, 75%, and 100% loading operation. The minimum error (3.7%) was observed for BP for
D100 at 2000 rpm and 100% load, and the maximum error (19.2%) was found for JB10 at 1200 rpm and
25% loading operation. As load increases from 25 to 100%, the BSFC and torque difference between
diesel and JB20 decreases from 10 to 6.5 and 9 to 6%, respectively. A shorter ID time was observed in
JB5 compared to JB10 and JB20. Furthermore, a significant reduction was observed in CO (7.55%) and
HC (6.65%) emission for JB20 at 25% and 1200 rpm compared to diesel fuel; however, NOx emission
was increased up to 10.25% under any given conditions.

Keywords: diesel engine; single-zone model; jojoba biodiesel; ignition delay; emissions

1. Introduction

The demand for power from diesel engine-driven generators rises gradually due to
increasing population and urbanization in isolated (e.g., islands, rural and remote) regions.
Moreover, mitigating power demand is considered one of the prime issues in isolated areas
with fossil fuels, resulting in more dependency on petroleum imports. In recent years,
research on diesel engines has become exuberant and arduous due to burning colossal
amounts of fuels, and the associated emitted pollutants cause severe health issues for living
beings and global warming, including greenhouse effects [1]. The primary source of power
generation is fossil fuels that will be evacuated. The deep concern of the researchers is
to find alternative sources to improve engine performance and reduce pollutants. The
ways that are observed for these two criteria (i.e., performance improvement and emitting
less pollutants) of engines are as follows: (a) design upgrade via optimization of internal
measurement parameters [2–4]; (b) implementation of aftertreatment techniques [5,6]; and
(c) utilize biodiesels as alternative diesel fuels [4,7,8]. It was investigated that, as the ignition
of fossil fuels is limited, the eco-friendly and less pollutant biodiesels can be the alternative
to conventional fuels in diesel generation sectors [9].
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In recent years, biofuel production has been an interesting area of research due to
renewability and low greenhouse gas emissions in diesel engines [10–12]. In terms of
combustion, biodiesel shows almost similar characteristics to commercial diesel and less
air pollution [13]. On a weight basis, biodiesel contains up to 12% oxygen, and lower
HC and CO emissions occur during complete engine combustion [14–16]. As jojoba has
a higher number of cetene and shows less HC and CO emissions than standard diesel,
several experiments were done using jojoba–diesel blends [17–20]. Huzayyin et al. [21]
experimented and found a slight increase in BSFC and less NOx using jojoba–diesel blends
compared with pure diesel fuel. An experiment was conducted by Soudagar et al. [22] in
which a noticeable reduction was observed in HC (10.27%) emissions at full load operation.
Zhang et al. [23] reported that BSFC increased up to 3.3% for B20 compared to diesel.
Armando et al. [24] showed lower NO and CO emissions than commercial diesel fuel.

However, the theoretical study through mathematical modelling always helps to
enhance the engine performances by studying the complex physical process consider-
ing variable speeds, loads, compression ratios, injection timing and rates, etc. Several
mathematical modelling approaches (e.g., zero-, quasi-, and multidimensional) were de-
veloped to investigate to predict engine behaviour as well as performances. The zero-
dimensional approach is the simplest and most preferable method to observe the effects of
variations in the engine operating parameters. A zero-dimensional model was developed by
Gautam et al. [25] that showed less complexity and was well-matched with experimental
results among all these modelling categories. Except for the zero-dimensional model, the
other two models such as quasi- and multi-dimensional models increase complexity due
to the proximity of physical reality. Zero-dimensional models are classified into three
categories: single-zone, two-zone, and multi-zone models. In the single-zone model, the
working fluid in the engine is assumed to be a process that exchanges energy and mass and
releases energy during the combustion system, applying the first law of thermodynamic.

Hariram et al. [26] examined a zero-dimensional single-zone model using Vibe’s
and Wolfer’s correlation to determine performance and ignition delay. Awad et al. [27]
developed a single-zone combustion model for a diesel engine considering a triple-Wiebe
function and calibrated the experimental model data using diesel and waste cooking oil.
Gogoi et al. [28] developed a single-zone thermodynamic model to predict the performance
parameters using biodiesel and its blends that reported similar results from the model
for BP and BTE. A thermodynamic model was developed by Nabi [29] to evaluate engine
performance characteristics considering injection timing, engine speed, and compression
ratio. The results showed a closer prediction of simulation results with experimental data.
Mustayen et al. [30] developed a single-zone combustion model to predict combustion and
engine performances at different speeds under low load conditions for diesel-renewable
hybrid systems in rural regions and island power generations. Chmela et al. [31] studied
the Arrhenius equation’s zero-dimensional approach to reduce computational time and
engine development cost. Ngayihi Abbe et al. [32] investigated a zero-dimensional model
executed in MATLAB, given fast and accurate results, and validated biodiesel fuel.

In a diesel engine, the ID plays a vital role in performance and output responses caused
by the physical and chemical processes such as atomization of fuel, fuel–air mixing, and
chemical reaction [33]. Wolfer proposed a modified Arrhenius equation in direct injection
diesel engines [34] to predict ID. Besides, Watson et al. [35] developed ID correlation based
on the Wolfer equation, Saravanan et al. [36] developed ID correlation considering average
in-cylinder pressure and temperature instead of cylinder temperature and pressure, and
Assanis et al. [37] developed an ID correlation based on the fuel–air equivalence ratio under
steady-state and transient operations. Hardenberg et al. [38] developed an ID correlation
using the cylinder charge temperature and pressure at TDC position and cetane number
(CN). CN directly affects ID as a lower CN is the cause of lower combustion, ensuring
a longer ID period and lower BTE and BP. Mustayen et al. [39] investigated the ID of
a diesel engine under different speeds and loading conditions utilizing standard diesel fuel.
All these models showed the same trend: ID time increases as engine loads and speeds due
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to decreased in-cylinder temperature and pressure. In addition, as engine load decreases,
the wall temperature and residual gas also decrease. As a result, in-cylinder temperature
and pressure decrease due to later fuel injection, which occurs longer in ID [40,41].

The single-zone thermodynamic model considers a bunch of sub-models such as
the Wiebe function, engine geometry, cylinder pressure, heat transfer, heat release model,
and ID equation, which are directly correlated with engine performance characteristics
(e.g., BP, BTE, torque, and BSFC). The model simulation was performed using pure diesel
and three jojoba–diesel blends such as JB5, JB10, and JB20. The first objective of this paper
was to use the experimental data for evaluating the accuracy of the theoretical model
utilizing standard diesel and three different ratios of jojoba–diesel blends at 1200 rpm,
1600 rpm, 2000 rpm, and 2400 rpm and 25%, 50%, 75%, and 100% load operations. The
second objective was to analyze performance parameters at the mentioned operating
conditions for all tested fuels. The third objective was the experimental investigation of
emissions (NOx, CO, and HC) for all tested blends and compared with standard diesel.

Previous literatures reported that HC and CO decreased with the percentage of jojoba
blends increased at high load operation; however, NOx remains the same at any operating
condition. Moreover, due to depleting petroleum fuels, jojoba could be the alternative in
diesel generation sectors. Table 1 represents the findings of performance and emissions
using different JB blends with diesel.

Table 1. Comparison of findings performance and emissions using JB blends with diesel.

Feedstocks Jojoba Blends Findings Ref. Articles

Jojoba (JB) blends with
standard diesel

JB5, JB20 • Less HC and CO emissions than standard diesel [17–19]

JB5, JB10, JB20
• BSFC increased slightly and NOx decreased at

JB-diesel blends. [21]

JB5, JB10, JB15, JB20

• BTE increased with an increase in jojoba blends
with diesel

• BSFC is higher for high percentage of jojoba
blending at high loads and speeds.

[42,43]

JB5, JB10, JB15, JB20
• CO decreased for higher JB blends due to rapid

production of HC. [44–46]

JB5, JB10, JB15, JB20
• HC decreased with an increase in JB blending due to

abundant oxygen molecules at JB20. [47,48]

2. Theoretical and Experimental Study
2.1. Model Development

The single-zone model is more suitable for predicting engine performance than other
approaches (two-zone and multi-zone) in terms of less complexity, more accuracy, and
less computational time. The current section performed a theoretical investigation on pure
diesel and jojoba–biodiesel blends. The derivation of V can be derived from the kinematic
motion equation used for engine geometry calculations [6] as follows,

V(ϕ) = Vc +
πB2

4
X(ϕ) (1)

X(ϕ) = (l + R)−
(

Rcos(ϕ) +
(

l2 − sin2(ϕ)
)1/2

)
(2)

A(ϕ) =
πB2

4
+

πBS
2

(R + 1 − cos(ϕ) +
(

R2 − sin2(ϕ)
)1/2

) (3)
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where R is the crank radius ratio, l (m) is the rod length, B is the cylinder bore and S is
the stroke, respectively. ϕ denotes the crank angle (CA) in degrees measured from pressure
data [49]. In-cylinder pressure, volume, and specific heat ratio can be express via Equation (4),

dQn

dϕ
=

γ

γ − 1
.Pc

dV
dϕ

+
1

γ − 1
.V

dP
dϕ

+
dQw

dϕ
(4)

where cylinder volume V is defined from Equation (1). Pc denotes cylinder pressure, and
γ is the specific heat ratio of 1.35 [50]. According to the Newtonian model, heat transfers to
the wall can be expressed by,

dQw

dϕ
=

hA(ϕ)
(
Tgas − Twall

)
6N

(5)

where gas temperature is Tgas and cylinder wall temperature is Twall. The cylinder’s instanta-
neous area is A(ϕ) and the heat transfer coefficient h is adopted by the models [51–54]. The
rate of heat transfer was calculated using the Woschni model [53], which is represented below,

h = 3.01426B−0.2Pc
0.8Tgas

−0.5v0.8 (6)

where v is burnt gas velocity,

v(ϕ) = 2.28Up + C1
VdTgr

prVr
(p(ϕ)− pm) (7)

In this model, premix and diffusion phase are expressed by Equation (8), which is
using the double-Wiebe function [55,56],

xb(ϕ) = 1 − ∑2
k=1 βk.exp

[
−ak

(
ϕ − ϕk

∆ϕk

)Mk+1
]

(8)

where burnt fuel in the kth is the fraction of βk.
Alkhulaifi et al. [57] developed an ID correlation in which mean temperature and

pressure were replaced by start of combustion (SOC) pressure and temperature. This
system is cheaper because the data acquisition system (DAC) is not required. The ID model
is expressed by this equation,

τid = A(BP)−k PSOC
−nexp

(
Ea

RuTSOC

)
(9)

where Ea is the activation energy, BP is the brake power, and SOC is the start of combustion.

BP = 2π × N
T

1000
(10)

where N = number of revolutions per second.

Te = bmep × Ve/2π × K (11)

where bmep = brake mean effective pressure (Pa), Ve = engine volume (m3), k = 2 for
4 stroke engine.

BSFC
( g

kW.h

)
=

m f

(
kg
h

)
BP (kW)

×
(

1000 g
kg

)
(12)

BSEC
(

J
Wh

)
= BSFC × QCV (13)
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BTE(%) =
3600

BSFC(kWh)× QHV(MJ/kg)
× 100 (14)

where BP is the brake power (kW) that is measured from Dyno Dynamics, f is the fuel
consumption rate (g/h) and the calorific value is QCV (kJ/kg).

2.2. Assumption

A significant part of the engine cycle is in the expansion phase, which produces engine
power. For engine cycle simulation, the single-zone approach provides satisfactory heat
combustion results over a period of 45–55 0CA. The assumptions that are considered for
this study are stated below.

(i) The cylinder charge temperature and pressure vary with CA and are assumed to
be uniform.

(ii) The mass remains constant, because there is no leakage through the piston valve
and rings.

(iii) The heat is transferred to the cylinder head area; however, the piston surface and the
cylinder wall are in touch with the gas mixture.

(iv) The surface temperature is constant during the cycle.
(v) Due to the combustion chamber mechanism and motion of the piston, heat transfer

changes rapidly towards the wall, which is calculated from the combustion gases and
wall temperature.

(vi) Consider uniform crank speed.

3. Simulation Procedure

The Matrix Laboratory (MATLAB) was used to simulate the model for predicting the
engine performances. The MATLAB script started with required the engine inputs such as
stroke, bore, connecting rod length, cylinder number, and compression ratio, known by engine
manufacturers. The governing equation, cylinder area, piston head surface, and clearance
volume were calculated using these input parameters. An assumption was made for initial
inlet manifold temperature and pressure. Fuel injection timing, intake valve opening (IVO),
intake valve closing (IVC), exhaust valve opening (EVO) and exhaust valve closing (EVC) for
this simulation are shown in Table 1. Engine geometry, cylinder volume, cylinder pressure and
temperature were scripted to calculate total work during the cycle. The essential performance
parameters, such as indicated power, friction power, BP, correction factor, etc., were used to
calculate the BSFC. The Hardenberg model was used to predict ignition delay at variable
speeds and loads. In the plot section, each figure was given a title based on the lower and
higher values. Table 2 shows the operating condition for model simulation. A flow chart of
the simulation process and model validation is given in Figure 1.

Table 2. Engine operating conditions for model simulation.

Operation Parameters Boundary Conditions

Fuel injection timing 16 deg. BTDC
Injection pressure (MPa) 13.73

IVO 17 deg. BTDC
IVC 63 deg. ABDC
EVO 51 deg. BTDC
EVC 28 deg. ATDC

Inlet manifold temperature 80 ◦C
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Figure 1. Methodology of simulation process used in the current study.

4. Experimental Test Facility
4.1. Engine Description

The experiments were conducted with a fully automated liquid-cooled, 4-cylinders
naturally aspirated diesel engine located at the thermodynamic laboratory at CQUniversity,
Rockhampton campus. This engine can operate on direct injection mode, and the 4-stroke
principle varies from 25% to 100% load and the rotational speed range of 1200 to 2400 rpm.
The engine design characteristics are summarized in Table 3.

Table 3. Test engine specifications.

Items Specifications

Engine model Kubota V3300
Total displacement (L) 3.318

Stroke (S) 98 mm
Bore (B) 110 mm

Connecting rod length 170 mm
Combustion system E-TVCS

Rated power output (kW/rpm) 50.7/2600
Rated torque (Nm/rpm) 230/1400
Compression ratio (CR) 22.6:1
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Figure 2 shows the experimental and schematic layout of the test-bed setup for the
present study. The instruments presented in this setup can measure brake power, torque,
fuel consumption, intake air flow rate, speed, and emissions (using Infralyt N-Saxon gas
analyser) at variable operating conditions (speeds and loads). The designed facilities can
conduct the experiments utilizing different test fuels (e.g., diesel and jojoba) for desired
speeds and loads.
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4.2. Measurement Devices and Test Procedure

The engine is installed on a fully automated test bed and coupled with a “DYNO
DYNAMICS” dynamometer with load soak-up and driving capabilities. A control panel
was used to operate the dynamometer via knobs. There is also a capability of automatically
setting the static injection timing from a switch on the control panel. A Coriolis-type
flow meter was considered to measure the rate of fuel (diesel and jojoba) flow of the
diesel engine. The inertia is produced by fluid that twists the tube, and a sensor measures
a flow signal (linear) generated by rotating. The accuracy of the Coriolis-flow meter for
fluid is 0.10%. The engine fuel system was adjusted using two different tanks with nozzle
systems to the main fuel supply line. An initial engine run was conducted with pure
diesel fuel before starting the test with jojoba–diesel blends. BP, torque, engine speed, and
loads were measured using Dyno Dynamics (450DS) software interfaced with a test PC.
The ambient air temperature, the intake air temperature inside the intake air manifold,
and exhaust temperature inside the exhaust manifold were recorded using calibrated-type
(K) thermocouples probes. An Infralyt N-Saxon emission analyzer was used to measure
emission gases (NOx, CO, and HC) which can be placed in the control unit (Figure 2(Aiii))
and be interfacing with a test PC. This N-series analyzer is fast and comprehensive with
high precision, which can measure the actual pollution level. Due to its small size and light
weight, Infralyt N-Saxon can be suitable for stationary or mobile purposes.

4.3. Instrument Accuracy and Measurement Uncertainity

A quantitative evaluation of expected uncertainty in the present measurement was
performed following the procedure of Fattah et al. [58]. The uncertainty of BP, BTE,
BSFC, BMEP, and torque are 1.3%, 1.9%, 2.01%, 1.81%, and 0.5%, respectively. The overall
experimental percentage uncertainty was calculated based on the propagation principle of
errors of the present measurement is 6.53%. Table 4 represents the value of accuracy and
uncertainty of the measured quantities used during the experiment.

Table 4. Accuracy and uncertainty of the instruments used in the present study.

Parameters Measurement Accuracy Uncertainty (%)

Fuel flow ±0.031 (L/h) ±0.38
Temperature ±1.1 ◦C ±0.20
Engine speed ±2.0 rpm ±0.15

BP ±0.031 kW ±0.14
Torque ±5.01 N/m ±0.06
BSFC ±4.05 g/kWh ±2.02
BTE ±4.02% ±1.91

4.4. Fuel Selection, Preparation, and Specifications

A commercially available diesel fuel No-2-D (ASTM D975) was selected for engine
testing. Refined quality jojoba biodiesel extracted from crude esterified jojoba oil (CEJO)
was utilized in the present study with no additional chemical treatments. CEJO has been
collected from Aussie Soap Supplier, Kardinya, Western Australia, and used for base-
catalyzed transesterification for filtered jojoba biodiesel. The main reason for selecting
jojoba biodiesel is because of it having no sulphur and less carbon monoxide, which ensures
that the engines run smoothly and last longer. Moreover, it is safer to store and transport
due to higher flashpoints. Furthermore, due to its renewability, wide availability, and
environment-friendly aspect compared to fossil fuel, jojoba will be an alternative for diesel
engines [59]. To prepare, three different blends of jojoba with diesel were mixed using
magnetic hot plate stirrers in the laboratory. The mixing was run for 15 min at 45 ◦C for
each of the blends to ensure that proper diffusion and blending occurred. This blending
ratio includes 5%, 10%, and 20% by volume of jojoba biodiesel in a mixture of jojoba–diesel
referred to as JB5, JB10, and JB20, respectively. Specimens of the different fuel blends
opened the atmosphere and were free from any sign of mixture separation, deposits, or
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surface reaction after several weeks of monitoring. The properties of all tested fuels are
stated in Table 5.

Table 5. Physico-chemical properties of diesel and jojoba (Simmondsia chinensis) biodiesel blends.

Properties Method/Standard Diesel JB5 JB10 JB20

Density (kg/m3) ASTM D4052 832 833.4 834.5 836.2
Kinematic viscosity (mm2/s) ASTM D445 3.32 3.95 4.02 4.10

Acid value (mg KOH/g) ASTM D664 0.05 0.17 0.18 0.20
Calorific value (MJ/kg) EN 14213 45.66 42.2 41.4 40.5
Oxidation stability (h) EN 14112 39 27 24 20

Cetane number ASTM D6890 48 53.3 62.6 71.4

5. Results and Discussions
5.1. Engine Performances

This section compares the numerical results with the experimentally measured data
at 1200 rpm, 1600 rpm, 2000 rpm, and 2400 rpm under 25%, 50%, 75%, and 100% loading
operation. Three different ratios of jojoba blends (5%, 10%, and 20%) with pure diesel
were utilized in the experimental investigation to validate the model. Figure 3a–d illus-
trates simulation results with experimental validation of BP for D100 and all three blends
(JB5, JB10, JB20) at variable speeds and loads. The simulations and experimental curves
gradually increase for all tested fuels. Among all the results, diesel reported the highest BP
at specified engine speeds.
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The calorific value is the most influential parameter because of releasing available energy
for producing work. A higher BP was identified due to the higher calorific value of diesel
compared to jojoba–diesel blends. Again, due to an increase in viscosity, a more excellent
fuel injection atomization increases BP. Figure 3a shows the simulation and experimental BP
diagram by utilizing pure diesel (D100) and JB blends at 25% loading conditions considering
speeds of 1200 rpm, 1600 rpm, 2000 rpm, and 2400 rpm. BP value increases with speed as the
curve trends are authentic in all cases. We observed a closer agreement between simulated
and experimental data at all speeds for D100, JB5, JB10, and JB20.

Figure 3b–d compares simulated and measured data of BP utilizing all three jojoba–
diesel blends (5%, 10%, and 20%) at the mentioned loads and speed conditions. Diesel
fuel indicated higher BP than jojoba–diesel blends. However, the lower the jojoba blend,
the higher the BP value due to higher calorific value, density, and viscosity [60,61]. The
minimum error was 3.7% at 100% and 2000 rpm for D100, and the maximum error was
15.3% at 2400 rpm and 25% loading operation for JB10. Furthermore, at high load, jojoba
performances are closer to diesel compared to lower loading conditions [62].

The model calculates the value of diesel engine torque for all tested fuels under dif-
ferent speeds and loading conditions. Figure 4a represents the theoretical results from
simulation work and experimental values from engine testing at 1200 rpm to 2400 rpm
speeds under 25% speeds using D100, JB5, JB10, and JB20. The comparison between sim-
ulated and experiment curves found that torque decreases with speeds due to reducing
intake and exhaust flow restriction, increased frictional resistance, and volumetric effi-
ciency [63]. Meanwhile, torque increases as engine speed decreases due to less brake power
and lower combustion efficiency [64,65].
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Furthermore, Figure 4b–d represents a comparison of simulation and experimental
results at all speeds under 50%, 75%, and 100% loading conditions utilizing pure diesel and
all three jojoba–diesel blends. It is to be noted that the simulated torque value is provided
directly from the model. In contrast, the experimental values were measured using Dyno
Dynamics (450DS) software interfaced with the test PC. A good coincidence exists, with
all simulated and measured points lying very close in this diagram. Compared to diesel
and jojoba–diesel blends, higher torque showed because of higher calorific value, lower
density, and viscosity [66]. Among three percentages (5%, 10%, and 20%) of jojoba blends,
the torque value at JB5 is higher than JB20. As it is well known for this kind of engine,
both the simulation and experimental curve show the same trends; that is, torque decreases
with an increase in engine speed because of volumetric efficiency and friction loss [67].
A good agreement was found between the predicted and measured values of torque. The
minimum error was 4.7% at 100% and 1600 rpm for JB5, and the maximum error was 19.2%
at 1200 rpm and 25% loading operation for JB10.

Figure 5a examines the variation of calculated and experimental BTE values for D100
and all three jojoba–diesel blends at 25% load with different speeds. It showed that BTE
increases with speeds up to 1600 rpm and then decreases with increasing speeds because of
insufficient air in the cylinder and compression airdrop, hence the incomplete combustion
of fuel [30,68].
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blends. The curves showed that the BTE decreases with increasing blends because of
higher calorific value and lower fuel consumption. In contrast, BTE increases with speed
at a certain level and then decreases due to lower viscosity, higher volatility, and the
reduction in heat losses, leading to an increase in the fuel–air mixer [69,70]. More fuel
injection pressure at full load conditions causes a negligible effect on the viscosity, leading
to maximum combustion and increasing BTE [71]. Figure 5 shows that BTE decreases with
increased jojoba blends from JB5 to JB20 in all the graphs. The higher BTE is observed at
JB5 compared to JB10 and JB20 due to higher calorific value, less fuel consumption, lower
viscosity, and higher volatility, leading to air–fuel mixing [72,73]. Figure 5 represents a good
agreement between the simulated and measured values of BTE at all operating conditions.
The minimum error was 3.4% at 100% and 2000 rpm for D100, and the maximum error was
18.3% at 1200 rpm and 25% loading operation for JB10.

Figure 6a compares simulation and experimental BSFC values fuelled with D100 and
all three jojoba blends at four speeds at 25% loads. A highly satisfactory agreement is
observed between them. As expected, the values decrease with a decrease in load due
to approaching more prosperous conditions of physical and chemical fuel properties that
show less fuel consumption at lower load ranges. In contrast, at high-speed operations,
friction heat losses lead to deteriorated combustion that increases BSFC [74–76].
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BSFC values of three different ratios of jojoba–diesel blends at different speeds and
loads are shown in Figure 6b–d. The BSFC curve showed authentic trends in all cases,
increasing with speeds due to increased friction power and higher fuel consumption [67,72].
Again, BSFC decreases as the load increases because of higher combustion efficiency and
greater BP generated in the higher loading operations [77]. Furthermore, jojoba–diesel
blends show higher BSFC than that of diesel fuel because of their high density and less
calorific value. Note that high density causes more mass injection for the same volume
that increases BSFC [78]. In contrast, the shorter the ignition delay, the larger the BSFC
value due to the higher viscosity and volumetric effect of the constant fuel injection rate.
After observing the BSFC values, a minimum error of 4.2% was found at 1400 rpm for
D100 under 100% load in the present study. The maximum error of 15.7% was located at
1200 rpm for JB20 at 25% loading operation. Table 6 represents minimum and maximum
percentage error between simulation and measured values of different parameters.

Table 6. Comparison of simulation and experimental errors.

Parameters Min. Error Load (%) Speed (rpm) Fuel Type Max. Error Load (%) Speed (rpm) Fuel Type

BP 3.7% 100 2000 D100 15.3% 25 2400 JB10
Torque 4.7% 100 1600 JB5 19.2% 25 1200 JB10

BTE 3.4% 100 2000 D100 18.3% 25 1200 JB10
BSFC 4.2% 100 1400 D100 15.7% 25 1200 JB20

5.2. ID

ID is the time between the start of fuel injection to the beginning of combustion, which
occurs through physical and chemical processes such as fuel atomization, vaporization,
and fuel–air mixing [33]. As provided in the literature, the effects of physical factors on
ID, compression temperature, and pressure play a key role in engine performance and
output response [79]. As engine load decreases, ID time increases, the cause of incomplete
combustion and lower cylinder temperature, resulting in engine power and efficiency
decrease [36]. Again, the investigation found that retarded fuel injection decreases ignition
delay time due to decreased in-cylinder temperature and pressure [40,41]. In contrast,
fuel viscosity leads to poor atomization and slower mixing, which is the cause of longer
ignition delay.

In the present study, the Assanis correlation [37] was used to calculate diesel ignition
delay (time unit) and all three jojoba–diesel blends. In Figure 7a, the simulation values
were compared with experimental values, and satisfactory results were observed between
them. From Figure 7a, it can be seen that ID time decreases with increased engine speed
due to the increase in residual gas and cylinder wall temperature. Consequently, ignition
delay time increases with a decrease in engine load due to incomplete combustion for lower
charge temperature at injection time, lower residual, and wall temperature at lower loading
operations. Again, as engine load decreases, combustion temperature and pressure of the
cylinder decreases; thus, ID time increases. As a result, ID detains the start of combustion
nearer to the top dead centre (TDC), which reduces engine brake power and efficiency at
low load operating ranges.

Figure 7a–d compares simulated and tested values of ID for diesel and all three jojoba–
diesel blends at various speeds and loading operations. The simulation and experimental
results showed an authentic trend that ID values increases with decreasing speed and load
for all biodiesels. A very good agreement was found between simulation and experimental
values for all operating conditions. Generally, biodiesels have higher viscosity and lower
volatility than pure diesel, leading to a rapid and complex chemical reaction at a higher
cylinder temperature. As a result, fuel injection temperature increases and finds shorter
ID due to earlier ignition [80]. However, diesel has a greater percentage of diglycerides
with lower boiling points than jojoba biodiesel. Moreover, cetane number (CN) significantly
impacts the ignition delay period. The increase in CN (highest CN for JB20 shown in Table 5)
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decreases the ID time. A shorter ID time means an earlier start of combustion (SOC),
leading to increased engine efficiency.
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5.3. Emissions Analysis of Diesel and Jojoba Blends

Figure 8a–d indicates the comparison of NOx emission for D100, JB5, JB10, and JB20
at variable speeds and loading conditions. The NOx increases with an increase in speed
for all tested fuels, as shown in Figure 8. The NOx emission increases with an increase in
jojoba blends because of higher oxygen content and premixed part [81]. In contrast, the
higher CN is the cause of shorter ID and produces lower temperature and pressure during
combustion, which produces less NOx formation.

In Figure 8a–d, the higher NOx emission was found for JB20 compared to other
jojoba–diesel blends at all tested conditions because of the leaner air–fuel ratio and fuel
blend’s combustion temperature. As a result, higher oxygen is concentrated in mixed fuel
and becomes more oxygenated, which provides access oxygen needed to oxide nitrogen.
Thus, NOx increased due to nitrogenated fuel [82,83]. With an increase in engine load,
NOx increases for higher cylinder temperature and stoichiometry of the mixture during
the combustion period. Furthermore, higher NOx is the reason for the increasing gas
temperature and air–fuel ratio at higher engine speeds.
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Carbon monoxide (CO) is produced due to an excessively lean or rich fuel air in the
engine cylinder. Again, flame quenching in the wall impingement region is another factor in
producing CO. Higher CO content in emission is the cause of incomplete or poor combustion.
Figure 9a–d represents the comparison of CO for D100, JB5, JB10, and JB20 at all four speeds
and four loading conditions. CO emissions decrease with increased speeds for all tested fuels
due to the rich fuel–air ratio at higher speeds [84]. Higher oxygen content in the mixture in
JB20 decreases CO emissions. The CO emissions for all tested jojoba blends are lower than
diesel because of more O2 content and cetene number in the blends. The maximum reduction
is observed for JB20 (7.75%) at 25% load operation compared to diesel.
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Due to the increase in the mixture’s fuel–air ratio, the CO emission decreases with
a decrease in load for all tested fuels at different speeds. Again, CO emission is lower
for jojoba blends under all loading operations compared to diesel. The lowest CO value
is found at JB20 amongst all other jojoba blends at 1400 rpm and 100% load because of
higher density and viscosity at JB20 compared to diesel. Figure 10a–d represents the HC
emission for D100, JB5, JB10, and JB20 at different speeds (1200 rpm, 1600 rpm, 2000 rpm,
and 2400 rpm) and loading (25%, 50%, 75%, and 100%) conditions. Higher HC emissions
are produced at low engine speed for longer ID due to slow swirl air velocity. These figures
show that HC emissions are decreasing with an increase in engine speeds due to higher
fuel density and viscosity [85]. In addition, due to higher fuel density and viscosity at
lower engine speed, the HC is higher [86].

Overall, JB20 represents less HC emission compared to D100, JB5, and JB10 due to
higher CN, shorter ID, higher oxygen content, etc., resulting in a markable HC reduction
shown in JB20 because of lower carbon and hydrogen content, which is the cause of
complete combustion [87]. The lowest decrease in HC emission was found for JB20 (2.95%)
compared to other samples at 1500 rpm and 100% load; however, the highest decreasing
was found to be 6.65% at 1200 rpm and 25% load. Again, HC increases with an increase in
engine load for all tested fuels due to more fuel entering the cylinder and a higher air–fuel
ratio. Table 7 represents the findings of NOx, CO, and HC emissions in the present study.
Finally, it was concluded that JB20 showed better results in comparison to other blends
(JB5 and JB10) [82].
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Table 7. Finding of emissions for JB blends and diesel fuels.

Emissions Parameters
Findings

Ref. Articles
Maximum Reduction in (%) Fuel Type

NOx 10.25 JB5 compared to JB10 and JB20 [85,88]
CO 7.75 JB20 compared to JB5 and JB10 [82,89]
HC 6.65 JB20 compared to JB5 and JB10 [87]

6. Recommendations

Though biodiesels are the alternative to petroleum fuel due to less CO and HC emis-
sions, NOx emission is higher than diesel fuel. A few technologies are becoming popular
day by day to overcome the drawbacks of biodiesels such as hybrid, hydrogen [90], and
nanoparticles as an alternative to biodiesel. Furthermore, diesel generation using NPs is
a promising technique to eliminate harmful gas emissions [91]. A significant improvement
in engine performance (e.g., BP, BTE, torque, etc.) using hydrogen fuel was reported by
Bakar et al. [92,93]. Moreover, due to the high expense of hydrogen storage and engine
modification, hydrogen is less of a concern in developing countries. Besides, nanoparti-
cles (NPs) are also used in a diesel engine to enhance performance and reduce emissions.
Studies [94–97] reported that NPs improved BP, torque, and BTE and decreased BSFC, CO2,
CO, and HC emissions compared to diesel. However, ensuring the availability of NPs is



Energies 2022, 15, 6282 18 of 22

one of the challenges nowadays. Furthermore, optimal dosage and sizing [98], stability, and
durability are also of concern as the drawbacks of nanoparticles as an engine fuel [99,100].
Atarod et al. [101] reported that nanoparticles diminished NOx formation in a diesel engine
at moderate load.

7. Conclusions

This study considered a single-zone thermodynamic model for predicting diesel
engine performance behaviors and ID period for loads and speeds as operating parameters.
The model proved very effective, with much lower computational time, cost, and effort.
For model validation, experiments were conducted on a fully automated engine test bed
(Kubota V3300, DI diesel engine) located at the CQUniversity, Rockhampton campus,
Australia. A good agreement was observed between the simulation and the experimental
results using diesel (D100) and all three jojoba–diesel blends (JB5, JB10, and JB20) at
1200 rpm, 1600 rpm, 2000 rpm, and 2400 rpm speeds under four loadings (25%, 50%, 75%,
and 100%) conditions. The findings reasonably aggress with the literature; however, the
verified model developed in this paper has contributed significantly to the new knowledge.
In most cases, a minimum error of 3.4% was observed at 2400 rpm and full load; however,
the maximum error was up to 19.2% for 1200 rpm at 25% load. ID time decreased with
increased engine loads and speeds for the tested fuels, which is expected in all cases.
Among all three jojoba–diesel blendings, JB5 showed a shorter ID than JB10 and JB20
for all operating conditions. Noticeable reductions of 7.75% and 2.95% were found in
CO and HC emissions, respectively, for JB20 blends at 25% and 1200 rpm, compared with
standard diesel. However, greater NOx emission (up to 10.25%) was observed under
all tested conditions. More research, as recommended in Section 5, in the revised version,
should be done to investigate how NOx can be reduced.
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