
Languages and Academic Integrity 
Many unit coordinators use Turnitin to monitor academic integrity, but it’s not an effective tool for 
the assessment of writing in language units. For many of us, web-based applications such as 
Google Translate offer a useful means of quickly getting the gist of some foreign language 
content, but for language teachers they present a challenge. In an age of non-invigilated, online 
assessment tasks, students can quickly and easily use translation services to complete written 
assessment tasks. Not infrequently, students copy and paste complete texts, sentences or 
phrases written in their native language into their browser and watch as it gets translated - with 
varying degrees of accuracy – into the target language. Often the quality of the translated texts 
is sufficient for the student to achieve at least at a pass level. For language teachers, the 
challenge is to design assessment tasks that at once circumvent such plagiarism, while 
encouraging students to engage with the Unit content and to learn to use online technologies 
effectively. In the introductory German units, these challenges have allowed us to produce 
better assessment and learning tasks. We:  

● teach students about ‘types of words’ and actively encourage students to use an online 
dictionary such as leo.org in a focussed way. e.g. the English word ‘drive’ can be a verb, 
or a noun with a variety of different meanings; 

● directly assess precise use of a dictionary in online Quizzes; 
● assess the ability to explain thought-processes used to construct sentences 
● ensure students engage with the content of the unit by  

○ allowing them to produce their own “Cheat Sheet” for assessment purposes.  
○ insisting on language production for assessment purposes that consists of only 

grammatical structures covered in the Unit 
The Google translation of even a simple text in English can yield German sentences that easily 
go beyond the scope of our Beginners’ German units. By limiting students to the basic 
grammatical structures covered in the Unit, students need to be aware of the scope of the unit.  

https://dict.leo.org/englisch-deutsch/

